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Objectives: Systematically review  evidence examining 
association between pre-admission socioeconomic position 
(SEP) and physical function, health-related quality of life 
(HRQoL) and survival following critical illness. 
Data Sources: Four electronic databases (MEDLINE, 
EMBASE, CINAHL, CENTRAL) and personal libraries were 
searched. Reference lists of eligible articles were cross-
checked.  
Study Selection: Primary quantitative studies reporting 
association between SEP and physical function, HRQoL or 
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Data Synthesis: From 1,799 records 10 studies were included, 
one examining association of SEP with HRQoL and five with 
survival. Four studies accounted for SEP in survival analyses. 
Patients with lower SEP were found to have: higher ICU, in-
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Conclusions: Lower SEP is associated with higher mortality 
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Effect on performance-based physical function is unknown. We 
make recommendations for consistent SEP measurement in 
future ICU studies. 
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